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SUBJECT: BRIEFING MEMORANDUM: OUTCOME OF HELSINGOR MEET- 
ING OF SOCIALIST PARTIES 

1 . THE FOLLOWING ARE EUR'S COMMENTS ON THE HELSINGOR 
CONFERENCE, TRAFFIC ON WHICH HAS BEEN REPEATED TO YOU AND 
ON WHICH JORGENSEN UNDOUBTEDLY BRIEFED YOU FULLY. 

2. THE CONFERENCE WAS UNABLE TO AGREE ON THE ISSUE OF 
SOCIALIST-COMMUNIST COOPERATION AND THERE ARE NO INDICATIONS 
THAT ANY REAL EFFORT WAS MADE TO GAIN A CONSENSUS. WHILE 

WE WILL HAVE TO WAIT FOR FINAL RETURNS BEFORE MAKING CON- 
SIDERED JUDGEMENTS ON THE IMPACT OF OUR PRE-CONFERENCE 
PRESENTATIONS, IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT THE DEBATE FOCUSED MORE 
SHARPLY ON THIS SUBJECT THAN IT WOULD HAVE IN THE ABSENCE 
OF OUR APPROACHES. AS EXPECTED, BRANDT, SCHMIDT, WILSON 
AND MITTERRAND WERE THE DOMINANT FIGURES AT THE CONFERENCE. 

3. SOCIALIST-COMMUNIST COOPERATION 

IT IS REVEALING THAT THE PARTIES FAVORING COOPERATION 
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WITH THE COMMUNISTS WERE MOSTLY THOSE OUT OF POWER, WHILE 
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THOSE OPPOSED WERE IN POWER. EXCEPT FOR PORTUGAL, THIS WAS 
A SOUTH-NORTH DIVISION. IT REFLECTS NOT ONLY THE RELATIVE 
IMPORTANCE OF THE COMMUNIST PARTIES IN THE FORMER COUNTRIES, 
BUT ALSO THE SMALLER IDEOLOGICAL DISTINCTIONS THEY DRAW 
BETWEEN THEIR KIND OF SOCIALISM AND MARXIST -LENINISM. IT 
ALSO REFLECTS THE DIFFERENCE IN SOUTH-NORTH ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT. THE CONFERENCE THEREFORE DEVELOPED ALONG 
PREDICTABLE LINES. 

4. UNIQUE AMONG THE SOUTHERN PARTIES AT HELSINGOR WERE 
THE FRENCH BECAUSE OF THEIR NUMERICAL DOMINANCE OF THEIR 
LEFT ALLIANCE. A FACTOR WORKING IN MITTERRAND'S FAVOR 
OVER PAST YEARS HAS BEEN THE NEO-STALINISM OF THE PCF, AND 
MITTERRAND SAID AS MUCH PUBLICLY AT HELSINGOR. NOT SUR- 
PRISINGLY, THIS PROVOKED PCF RECRIMINATIONS IN PARIS, SO 
THAT ONE EFFECT OF HELSINGOR HAS BEEN TO RENEW THE 
IDEOLOGICAL FESTERING BETWEEN TWO PARTIES WHICH STILL SEE 
NO CHOICE BUT TO TRY TO WORK TOGETHER.MITTERRAND'S VIEW 
OF THE LEFT WAS SHARED BY ALMOST NO ONE AT HELSINGOR, BUT 
HE INTENDS TO PERSEVERE ALONG THESE LINES AT THE MEETING 
OF THE EUROPEAN LATIN SOCIALIST PARTIES WHICH HE HAS 
CALLED FOR JANUARY 24-25 IN PARIS. (IF MARCHAIS CONTINUES 

TO MOVE TOWARD THE BERLINGUER LINE, MITTERRAND WILL START 
HAVING PROBLEMS, AND THIS MIGHT BE WHAT MARCHAIS HAD IN 
MIND WHEN HE CHARACTERIZED AS AN "ABSURD IDEA" MITTERRAND'S 
ASSERTION THAT THE LEFT ALLIANCE STRENGTHENED THE SOCIAL- 
ISTS AT THE EXPENSE OF THE COMMUNISTS.) 

5. ITALY 

WHILE NO ONE APPEARED TO SUPPORT DE MARTINO'S THESIS 
THAT IN VIEW OF THE SITUATION IN ITALY THE PCI MUST BF 
ASSOCIATED TO THE MAJORITY, THERE WAS UNDERSTANDING FOR 
HIS REAL PROBLEM, I.E., THE THREAT TO HIS LEFT FLANK BY THE 
CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS VIA THE HISTORIC COMPROMISE WHICH 
WOULD MAKE THE SOCIALISTS IRRELEVANT TO ANY GOVERNMENT 
MAJORITY. 

6. SPAIN AND PORTUGAL 
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WHILE ALL SEEMED AGREED ON THE NEED TO HELP THEIR 
SPANISH AND PORTUGUESE COLLEAGUES, THERE WERE NO DETAILS 
GIVEN ON THE KIND OF AID THEY MIGHT HAVE IN MIND. THE 
PORTUGUESE DELEGATION HAD NO ILLUSIONS ABOUT THE COMMUNISTS 
AND SAID SO AT THE CONFERENCE. AS FOR THE SPANISH SOCIAL- 
IST LEADER GONZALES, HE SAID HIS PARTY WOULD NOT ENTER THE 
CORTES UNTIL THE SPANISH COMMUNISTS BECAME A LEGAL PARTY. 
NEITHER ATTRACTED THE KIND OF ATTENTION THAT MIGHT HAVE 
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BEEN EXPECTED. ROBINSON 
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